
throughout Kansas communities.

For more information on the National
Symphony Orchestra’s American
Residency in Kansas, as well as post-
residency opportunities for music
students, teachers and composers, visit
http://arts.state.ks.us.cc

Fall 2006

785/296.3335
Arts.state.ks.us

National Symphony Orchestra
Announces Kansas Residency

Kansans Celebrate Books, Art and Culture

At A Festival In Wichita

The Governor’s Council on the Arts
and Culture sponsored the first
annual Kansas Book Festival at
Wichita’s Lawrence Dumont
Stadium on Friday, Sept. 28, and
Saturday, Sept. 29.

Three stages showcased continuous
performances and presentations by
Kansas authors, artists, musicians
and presenters. Over 7,000 people
attended.
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On Monday, Oct. 2, 2006, the
Kansas Arts Commission and
National Symphony Orchestra held
a joint news conference at the state
Capitol to announce the National
Symphony Orchestra’s American
Residency in Kansas.

“On behalf of the National
Symphony Orchestra and the
Kennedy Center, it gives me great
pleasure to accept the Kansas Arts
Commission’s invitation,” said
Executive Director Rita Shapiro.
“We look forward to Learning
more about the people and state of
Kansas.”

Topeka, Lawrence, Hays, Wichita
and Pittsburg are the host cities for
the orchestra’s 2007 Kansas
Residency.

The National Symphony Orchestra
will perform concerts in these cities
and hold scores of activities

Tim Van Leer (Lied Center of Kansas), Rita
Shapiro (National Symphony Orchestra), Anita

Wolgast (chair of the Kansas Arts Commission)
and John Wesley Strickler  (Music Director of

the Topeka Symphony) attended the press
conference at the Kansas Statehouse

on Oct.2.

On Friday, Governor Kathleen
Sebelius and Poet Laureate of Kansas
Jonathan Holden led the book festivals
opening ceremonies.

The festival culminated with a tribute
to the late renaissance man Gordon
Parks. Jazz artist Queen Bey
performed, and University of Kansas
film professor and screenwriter Kevin
Willmott spoke about Parks’
achievements in the arts.

Save The Date

Arts Day At
The Capitol

March 8, 2007

Advocate for
support for the

arts!

For more
information,

contact
Kansas Citizens

for the Arts

785-825-2700
or

kansasarts@aol.
com



Llewellyn Crain

I’d like to extend a warm welcome
to the Kansas Arts Commission’s
new Public Information Officer,
Matt Miller, and a fond farewell to
program manager Karen Brady
who brought so much to the team.

It is fitting, in a season of change,
to begin a new strategic planning
process. Some readers will
undoubtedly remember the last
time – seven years ago – that we
asked the public to help us define
our goals and strategies for our
future. We now ask for your help
again.

Over the next six months, we will
ask you to join us at community
meetings and focus groups and to
respond to questionnaires about
the future of the Kansas Arts

From The Executive Director

Administration

Llewellyn Crain, Executive Director
lcrain@arts.state.ks.us

Chris Howell, Chief Operating Officer
chris@arts.state.ks.us

Matt Miller, Public Information Officer
matt@arts.state.ks.us

Heather Larsen-Young, Administrative
Specialist
heather@arts.state.ks.us

All staff can be reached through the main
Commission line: 785/296.3335 or
kac@arts.state.ks.us

Kansas Arts Commission Staff
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Commission. Please look for notices
sent in the mail, via email and on
our website for meetings closest to
you.

The arts add so much to us Kansans.
The arts contribute to economic
development, to a thriving
community life and to the
excellence of children’s education.
The arts keep senior citizens young
and give youth focus and discipline.

The arts provide immeasurable
public value to all of us.

We want to make sure that you help
us at the Arts Commission define
what the public value of the arts
means to you.

Llewellyn

Program Staff

Tom Klocke, Program Manager
Arts-in-Education and Artist
Fellowships
tom@arts.state.ks.us

Raena Sommers, Program Manager
Operational Support and Kansas
Visual Arts Program
raena@arts.state.ks.us

Jennifer Wesco, Program Manager
Grassroots, Technical Assistance,
Poetry Out Loud
jennifer@arts.state.ks.us



Commissioners

Anita Wolgast
Chairman
Topeka

Judy Langley
Vice-Chairman
Hutchinson

John Divine
Secretary-
Treasurer
Salina

Kaye Abbott
Topeka

Jennie Becker
Wichita

Christine Downey-
Schmidt
Inman

Ann Evans
Lawrence

Joshua Garry
Leawood

Sharon Kriss
Colby

Suzanne M o n t a ñ o
Topeka

Novelene Ross
Wichita

Lemuel Sheppard
Pittsburg

Each issue of the Kansas Arts
Commission’s newsletter highlights the
work of a different organization or artist
in Kansas. This issue, we showcase 2006
Kansas Artist Fellowship recipient Thomas
Fox Averill of Topeka.

Each year, the Kansas Arts Commission
awards fellowships to seven professional
artists whose work and applications
demonstrate artistic excellence and
achievement.  Writer and performer
Thomas Fox Averill received the Kansas
Artist Fellowship in 2006 for fiction.  He is
Writer-in-Residence and Professor of
English at Washburn University in Topeka
and can also be heard in radio
commentaries as William Jennings Bryant
Oleander.

 “Winning the fellowship has had several
positives,” Tom remarked. “Probably most
important is the intangible: writers need
support; they count on corroboration that
their work has merit, and they enjoy the

Thomas Fox Averill Discusses Life As A

Fellowship Recipient
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trust and confidence in their
work that such a fellowship
shows.

“The award has given me the
confidence and purpose as I
pursue what’s next for me,” said
Averill.  “I look forward to
continuing to living and writing
in and about the state.”

Thomas Fox Averill

Governor Kathleen Sebelius and The KAC
Announce the 2007 Poet Laureate of Kansas

Governor Kathleen Sebelius and
the Kansas Arts Commission
announce Dr. Denise Low,
Lawrence, as the next Poet
Laureate of Kansas.  Her term
begins July 1, 2007, and ends June
30, 2009.

“Dr. Low is a wonderful selection
for our new poet laureate,” said
Governor Sebelius.  “I hope her
exemplary work will inspire
Kansans to further explore Kansas
poetry and literature.”

Low is interim chair of the College
of Humanities and Arts at Haskell
Indian Nations University in
Lawrence.  She looks forward to
promoting poetry in Kansas.

 “During these next several years, I
hope to share my own excitement
about poetry with our libraries,
public schools, arts centers and
alliances and reading groups,” said
Low.



If you receive more than one copy of this newsletter, please pass it on!

To make changes to your mailing information or to be added to our
mailing list, please contact us. If you would like to receive an
electronic version of our newsletter, please contact us at
kac@arts.state.ks.us
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Most Kansas Arts Commission Fiscal
Year 2008 grant guidelines will be
available and posted on the KAC
website on January 2, 2007.

There are many changes to the
guidelines, so please read them
carefully before applying.

The new guidelines are:

 Operational Support for
Large and Small-Budget Arts
Organizations

 Arts Infrastructure Grants for
Arts Organizations (formerly
known as Technical
Assistance grants)

FY 08 Grant Programs and Guidelines

The mission of the Kansas Arts Commission is to ensure that the almost
2.7 million citizens of Kansas value and celebrate the arts throughout
their lives.

About the Kansas Arts Commission

700 SW Jackson St.,
Ste. 1004
Topeka, KS
66603-3761

Phone:
785/296.3335

Fax:
785/296.4989

E-Mail:
kac@arts.state.
ks.us

Website:
arts.state.ks.us

KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION
700 SW Jackson St., Ste. 1004
Topeka, KS  66603-3761
359-01

Address correction requested

 Arts-in-Education Grant
Programs

 Arts-in-Communities Project
Mini-Grants (formerly
known as the Grassroots
Program)

 Arts-in-Communities Grants
(formerly known as Arts
Project Support)

 Kansas Arts on Tour

 Kansas Visual Arts Program

Plus a special section for all
applicants.


